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LETTERS/OPINIONS

The chess game of sloppy politics of RDP
In the game of chess the players
move their pieces by maneuvering
on the chessboard in such a way that
opponent cannot prevent the strategic piece usually the King from being taken or captured. In politics,
players compete for a political space
and the strategic pieces are the electorates. This is what the Founding
President and Father of the
Namibian alluded to in his misquoted speech. The Founding President talked at length about the prerequisite of sending children to
school so that they could be well edu-

cated as scientists, doctors and engineers just to mention, but a few.
Due to a cobweb of deception that
has entangled most of the media
houses and some few clergy men
who masquerade themselves as
wolves in sheep garments, the
words of the Founding President
were twisted to suit the sloppiness
of the spider politics.
With the above brief narrative,
this brings us to the metamorphosis of RDP and its self inflicted
defeat strategies. Metamorphosis
is a systematic development of an

organism from its inception to its
final form. For instance, an insect
like Acronicta Americana starts as
an egg and then it develops into a
worm. It then changes its form
into a cocoon before taking its final shape into a butterfly. No matter how different its forms look it
will not amount to anything else
except its final form, which is a
spider or butterfly. To the public,
RDP came into being in 2007, but
that was just a name coined to an
idea that has been in the mind of
somebody. That idea developed
from a figment of imagination and
metamorphosed into shouting
spree of unimaginable proportion.

BURSARIES
cepted it.
It is, therefore, false and misleading for some of the print
media to insinuate that high ranking government officials are
“snatching” such scholarships at
the expense of the children from
poor backgrounds. There has
never been undue influence or
request made by the parents to
those countries or its officials to
offer scholarships as alleged. In
this regard, such reports can only
be described as sensational and
it is also a calculated attempt
aimed at misleading the nation.
Regarding the ten scholarships
which were offered to GRN by
China and are alleged to have
been “snatched” by high ranking government officials, I want
to state in no uncertain terms that
such reports are completely unfounded and false.
Such scholarships were processed in accordance with the
Study Policy of the Fund. Those
who succeeded to acquire the
scholarships are: Haulenga
Ndapandula N, Hamayulu R.L.,
Kampungu K. G., Mekondjo
Kahupi, Mbadhi P.E.J.,
Nambinga Lukas, Nuuyoma
Ndapandula, Usko L.N.,
Ngheedelwa S. N. and Shatiwa
J.N. Therefore, if despite this
explanation there are those who
still feel aggrieved, they are
FREE to report the mater to the
Anti-Corruption Commission
for immediate investigation.
There is absolutely no truth to

such reports. The offered
scholarships were awarded to
successful applicants in accordance with the Government’s
Study Policy. It is therefore
false to allege that income levels of parents were not taken
into account when granting financial assistance to the applicants. The application form
itself contradicts such claims.
As a government, we are
fully committed to the welfare
of our low income citizens. It
is against this background that
an amount of N$213,772,000
has been budgeted for during
the current financial year to
assist students who come from
low income background. The
only exception is where parents are sponsoring other children even if their combined income is more than N$150,000
per annum. In such a situation, some of such children
may qualify but only when it
is established that indeed such
parents are sponsoring other
children. It is also false to give
an impression that the scholarships of children of mentioned officials were offered in
one calendar year. In fact it has
been established that such
scholarships were offered over
a number of years. It is therefore difficult to understand
why such issue should come
up now. Again it is completely
false and misleading to hold
that such scholarships were,
over the years, exclusively offered to children of senior government officials. You may re-

call that when the Government
decided to drastically increase
the study loan budget, we were
accused by some of buying
votes. Today, some of these
elements are self appointed
spokespersons of students.
What is even more surprising
is the fact that they never bothered to find the truth from the
Ministry before they published
their misleading reports.
It must also be pointed out
that contrary to the impression
that has been created by some
print media, the mentioned
parents have educated some of
their children at their own expense. It is therefore partly
through their efforts that today
Namibia is building up a core
cadre of educated citizens. Indeed in keeping with our African tradition, some of them
have also sponsored the education of their relatives and
even children of some of the
low income families.
The SWAPO PARTY Government has a proud record of
being one of the few countries
in the world which spend more
budgetary resources on education. We will continue with this
proud tradition. Children from
low income families will continue to receive top priority in
the granting of bursaries and
scholarships as has been the
case in the past. It is clear therefore that reports in the print media on this subject matter are
false, unfounded, fabricated,
misleading and politically motivated.

The people of Henties Bay are
completely confused because of
the never ending up and down
and up again of the property taxes
forced upon them by the Civics/
UDF town-ruling-coalition.
This opposition is ruling
Henties Bay and it is probably
the worst that could happen to
Henties Bay. When Swapo was
schemed out of control of municipality a good year ago all bad
things started to happen at once!
At the 1st of July the property
taxes exploded, they more than
doubled in some cases. After a

public outcry, the Civics/UDF
coalition felt forced to alter the
scheme and so they brought
down now the tax but announced at once that it will go
up again with almost 70%
from January 1st 2010 on.
All right, you and we know
that the municipality is down
on its knees financially and,
most probably, morally too.
This financially zigzagging of
our council goes hand-in-hand
with a total lack of written
communication. Why is this
so? It must be a strategy to

cover up all the manipulations
of council because any other
reason is not imaginable.
Transparency went wanting
when the ruling coalition
changed; no person within the
municipality is willing - or
able? - to answer the written
questions of many of us, which
says all that has to be said in
regard of integrity, or so it
seems to be. It’s high time the
situation changes back to normal; this is the demand of the
greater part of the citizenry!
“You and me in Henties”

By P. Haindongo
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Civis/UDF fails to
develop Henties Bay

Everything started in the fashion
of a spider constructing a cobweb,
but the only thing the spider needed
was a place from where to construct
its cobweb. After being knocked
down, due to lack chess game political skills, those who are leading
RDP today realized that they have
been crowned out of space to
spread their cobweb within
SWAPO, then the alternative became a rule rather than the exception. RDP was formed for two reasons, one is for Hidipo Hamutenya
to be President and the other is that
some people who are now part of
RDP could not stomach the idea
of being led by some people whom
they have been competing with.
This sounds to be farfetched, but
look deep and you can clearly spot
the differences. The circumstances
under which RDP was formed remained mysterious as the characters of an insect. It was formed to
implement Nyamu notes, but even
when it became evidently clear that
it was about to be formed the leaders were still in denial mode. The
leadership was known, but they
kept on denying. Why did they
deny their principles if they have
no detrimental effects to the society? Anything which is hidden is
something worrisome. What they
expected was to capture the king
piece, but what they got in return
was a loss of their own. When it
became clear that the chess game
was not in their favour, they resorted to what they know best,
which is the behind the scene play,
using some characters who parade
themselves as human right activities, clergymen and journalists.
They are all united in one thing,
which is the destruction of the
SWAPO Party.
RDP members were mostly formerly from SWAPO and the party
created itself while they were still
within the party. This is like a virus
that lives within its horst but with
the intention of extracting itself
from the host one day. Like any
parasitical organism, it cannot survive without the host as it feeds on
the host. Any organism that feeds
on its own kind has no normal behavior. A baby that its eating the
mother while in the stomach is a
cannibal. RDP’s metamorphosis
behavior is noting less than political hooliganism.
They started to play a role of a
spoiler and have vested much energy to taint the electoral process
so that Namibia would be perceived to be in turmoil. History is
fond of repeating itself, CoD started
in similar hyper path, but unfortunately it has become a deflated balloon. CoD has become a party of
factions fighting for positions and
checks from the Parliamentary account. Those who were once upon
a time boasting with confidence of
being members of CoD are now
running away like chickens fleeing from the fox that has entered
the corral. The point missed by
most of those who are forming
parties and their praise singers is
that they form parties out of selfish
emotion rather than fundamental
problems affecting the society. Any
party formed under dubious circumstances is like a house built on
top of a volcanic hill. CoD can attest to that and RDP is set to follow
the same route. They are now
shouting like the prophets of Baal
at the Mount Carmel, but no one is
listening. The RDP President in
particular has been on a shouting

spree; fabricating all kinds of lies
to win votes. At Okongo, while
addressing a meeting on Saturday
the 31 October 2009, he lied that
RDP had forced the leadership of
the SWAPO Party to comply with
the SADC protocol which stipulates that counting must be done at
each polling station. If Hamutenya
is claiming that SWAPO has been
cheating in every election, then he
must provide evidence. Failure to
do so must result in the long arm
of law grabbing him. He now talks
like a political drunkard who is no
longer in control of his words.
To come back to the core ideology of RDP, let us again revisit the
Nyamu notes. Those notes call for
civil servants to provide poor service in order for people to blame
SWAPO. How can one call for
people to sabotage Government
services and then ask the electorate to vote for you to repair the
same services and infrastructure
that you have destroyed. Either you
are for destruction or for development. You cannot set a house on
fire in order to demonstrate your
skills as a firefighter.
In another move of feeding on
its own kind, RDP embarked on a
grand shoplifting scheme to steal
emblems from other parties such
as COD flag and SWAPO symbols. The RDP flag and RP are the
same even the abbreviations of the
parties’ names with exception that
RDP managed to squeeze D in between R and P. They even attempted to cannibalize the title of
Father of the Nation. The RDP
President goes around wearing a
cap written “Get Smart” as if to
attract attention, but smart people
are known by their actions, creativity and originality of ideas and
deeds; not by wearing a cap telling people how smart you are.
People want to hear how the means
of production (land, labour and
capital) should be distributed in a
society. SWAPO’s ideology is
clear, that the ideals of socialism
are superior to the greed of unmitigated capitalism. How smart are
the RDP when they have its shouting Secretary for Information and
Publicity telling people at a meeting that Sam Nujoma founded
SWANU. Anyway Namibinga is
a failed business man and the carcasses of his shops that have now
been taken over by cockroaches are
self evident. How can someone be
a visionary if he failed to manage
his business activities? He wants
to rewrite history which he does
not understand. Everybody knows
that SWAPO was formed on 19
April 1960, with Comrade Sam
Nujoma as its President, from
which account of history is
Namibinga quoting that Sam
Nujoma founded SWANU? Is he
suffering from memory loss or
purely a matter of blind ignorance?
Apparently, RDP and CoD instructed their lawyers to force NBC
to withdraw what they termed as
“stupid resolution of SWAPO and
others”. It is clear that Hidipo is
scared to his bones about the fate
that will be delivered to him on the
27th and 28th of November 2009.
His actions and constant focus on
the soft targets such as Namprint
and NBC are a clear indication that
they have no political programme
to offer to the Namibian people.
People are smarter than the RDP
leadership even though they do not
wear caps written get smart.
The reason why the RDP and

CoD acted in such way is because
they are still novices in the game
of chess. SWAPO is likely to pay
for its air time slots. How smart is
RDP and CoD when they don’t
even contemplate the consequences of their own action. It is
like a person who talks and thinks
later. Most opposition parties have
a tendency to find some lousy excuses to justify why they are beaten
in elections. It is clear that RDP and
CoD also want to find some justification why the people of Namibia
are going to reject them at the November polls. The CoD tried it with
their bogus Okahandja dry river
ballot fiasco and the re-count which
only reconfirmed the SWAPO
Party as the winner. RDP and Cod
are now ostriches of the same
feather sticking their head in mud
of delusion. They would want their
political masters and financiers of
their political projects to believe
that they are beaten because the
winning party cheats. The
Namibian people know too well
that RDP, CoD and other projects
have nothing to offer and all they
say at various platforms is full of
lies and half cooked stories. How
can they expect people to trust their
parties when what they do is not
trust worthy? Next time before
Hidipo puts on a cap he must know
people are well ahead of him thinking wise.
This sloppy politics of RDP resembles a biblical story told in the
book of Daniel. There, we are told,
that there was a tree that grew tall
so that the birds of the air nested in
its branches and fed on its fruits
and the beasts of the earth found
shelter under its shade. At a strike
of the command from the watch
tower, the tree was hewed down,
so that birds of the air could no
longer nest on its branches nor feed
on its fruits while the beasts of the
earth were left stranded because the
tree could no longer provide shelter. When you look at this biblical
story it has similarity with something that is happening in Namibia.
For many years somebody convinced himself that he would be
the ultimate savior of Namibia. He
created a myth similar to the biblical tree, expecting birds of the air
to nest on its branches and feed on
its fruits. Some have been deceived
and will be left stranded after their
favorite tree is mowed down.
In 2004, many Namibians
looked forward to the election with
enthusiasm, but to the surprise of
unsuspecting public, a cobweb of
spider politics was being created
to entangle as many as the spider
could spread its web. One thing is
clear only flies and flying bugs get
entangled on the spider’s web.
Survival is for the fittest, hence
similar to chess game only those
with master skills will outmaneuver those who solely rely on the
theory of entanglement. After all,
Acronicta Americana is nothing
but a butterfly even though it is
sometimes takes the shape a slimy
caterpillar or a worm hibernating
in a cocoon. The grand chess game
is set for the 27th and the 28th of
November 2009. It will determine
the fate of the strategic pieces of
the players, who will have the King
captured or capture most of strategic pieces of other players.
P. Haindongo is a Namibian citizen; he expresses his democratic
right of opinion and thought as he
sees the happenings in the world.
These views are entirely his.

