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The Ministry of Labour and
Social Welfare has been tasked
to do the same regarding the
Employment Creation Bill.

These are some of the dras-
tic Cabinet decisions over the
past months on how the coun-
try can reduce its unemploy-
ment rate, which has particu-
larly hit the youth and people
living in rural areas. Some of
the key decisions include:

*The National Youth Coun-
cil has been tasked to set up re-
gional and constituency forums
inall 13 regions. The NYC will
now be strengthened to advice
the youth on employment re-
lated matters.

*The Ministry of Education
has been tasked to source fund-
ing from the Development
Fund at the Social Security
Commission, SSC, to support
skills development.

*The Ministry of
Education has been tasked to
expand the provision of voca-
tional education and training to
absorb many unemployed
youth and to introduce bridg-
ing courses in science and
mathematics to increase enrol-
ment at institutions of high
learning.

One of the key decisions
taken by government is to pro-
vide start-up assistance to suc-
cessful trainees to be sustain-
able in self-employment efforts,
while the Ministry of Trade and
Industry is to develop more
business incubation centers
around the country.

“All government institutions
should immediately implement
programmes with the potential
to create employment,” read
one of the Cabinet decisions.
“Each constituency should be
allocated funds for labour in-
tensive programmes for em-
ployment creation.”

The Ministry of Works and
Transport has been tasked to
review regulations to allow new
entrants to participate in public
works, while companies that
have been awarded govern-
ment tenders should be encour-
aged to give jobs to those who
are not employed.

The Office of the Prime Min-
ister will continue to coordinate
and oversee the operations of

the Employment Creation Task
Force, and report progress
thereon to Cabinet regularly.

“Employment cre-
ation was identified as one of
the government priorities at in-
dependence and the govern-
ment came up with several ini-
tiatives to address the situation.
Unfortunately, persistent high
unemployment rates prevailed
in the country,” read the Cabi-
net release.

“The age group mostly af-
fected by unemployment is the
group aged between 16 to 19
years with a total unemploy-
ment rate of 86,8 per cent, de-
clining to 75 per cent for the
next age group of 20 — 24
years.”

Government has acknowl-
edged that unemployment in
the country has reached unac-
ceptable rates and has called for
urgent action to address the situ-
ation. President Hifikepunye
Pohamba has asked Prime Min-
ister Nahas Angula to convene
anurgent meeting of key stake-
holders in employment creation
to come up with concrete gov-
ernment actions to create and
accelerate employment cre-
ation in the country.

The Employment Creation
Task Force has met several
times to map out short, medium
and long term strategies on job
creation in the country, but it
recommended that it needed a
legal framework for employ-
ment creation, hence the urgent
need for the Employment Cre-
ation Bill.

The National Planning Com-
mission, NPC, is now busy re-
viewing existing policies and
legislation on employment cre-
ation with a view to harmoniz-
ing policies and identifying
challenges and weaknesses and
then formulate a government
policy paper to address such
challenges.

The government’s position
paper will be presented to the
Employment Creation Summit
for wider consultation and in-
put. The date for the summit has
not yet been set.

“The Ministry of Labour and
Social Welfare was tasked to
conduct a survey on the unem-
ployed who are found at street
corners,” Cabinet has directed.
“It was felt that there is a need
for an effective labour market
information system to provide
information on the profile of the
unemployed.”
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responsible for doing so. He
said that he could not be asso-
ciated with Ya Nangoloh’s ac-
tivities whatsoever.

“I am not part of their
things,” he said telephonically.
“I want such people to apolo-

gize to me in public and clear
my name. They have spoiled my
name and my relationships with
my comrades. Thatis very bad.”

Part of the listread as follows:
“We, the under-listed relatives
of Mr Phil ya Nangoloh, from
both sides of the patrilineal,
Aakwaniidhi, (i.e Grass) and the
matrilineal Aakwanekamba (i.e.
Hyena) clans, from all over this

Land of the Brave, do hereby
state that, we have learned with
utter disgust and dismay and,
hence, we totally reject, with the
contempt they deserve, the ma-
licious and defamatory allega-
tions by one Asser Ntinda as
published in the 2 July — 8 July
2010 edition.”

Matti said he was not part of
that statement and was never

consulted. Alweendo has since
apologized to “uncle” Matti.
The story was based on revela-
tion one of Ya Nangoloh’s
niece, Simeon Andreas Joseph
Nuumbembe, who had claimed
earlier that they were
“ashamed” of Ya Nangoloh’s
activities as family members.
Simeon is a member of the
Namibia Defence Force, NDF.

Irish government facing electoral rout

By Steve James

Both parties in the Irish gov-
ernment are facing electoral
disaster when they finally go
to the polls. A general elec-
tion is due by 2012 at the lat-
est, but the coalition govern-
ment of Fianna Fail and the
Greens is unlikely to last that
long. Recent opinion polls
have suggested that Fianna
Fail, the largest political
party for the entire history of
the Irish republic, will be re-
duced to third place in the
Dail Eireann, the Irish par-
liament, while the Greens
will face near obliteration.

A poll by the Sunday Busi-
ness Post in June gave Fianna
Fail 24 percent of the vote,
against 42 percent in the 2007
general election. This would
reduce the party from 78 seats
in the Dail to around 41. The
Greens, with 6 seats and 5 per-
cent of the 2007 vote, face los-
ing most or all of their seats
with 2 percent of the poll.

The main winners are Fine
Gael, the traditional conserva-
tive opposition party, and the
Irish Labour Party. Fine Gael’s
share of popular support has
risen from 27 percent in 2007
to its current 33 percent, which
would translate to 65 seats.
More dramatic is the rise in
support for the Labour Party.
Labour polled only 10 percent
in 2007, but would now win
27 percent of the vote and 48
seats. Mushrooming support
for the Labour Party has coin-
cided with the onset of finan-
cial crisis and recession. Gerry
Adams’s Sinn Fein made no
progress.

Another question in the
same poll suggested 40 percent
of voters would support
Labour leader Eamonn
Gilmore as Taoiseach, prime
minister, against 28 percent for
Fine Gael leader Enda Kenny.
The present incumbent, Brian
Cowen, mustered only 18 per-
cent.

The poll result and the high
profile given it in the media
indicate that the political estab-
lishment consider that the
Fianna Fail-led coalition is ex-
hausted and may fall apart at
any time. Arecent vote on ban-
ning stag hunting saw the
government’s majority re-
duced to four amidst tensions
between the Greens and Fianna
Fail’s rural lobby. Three by-
elections have been repeatedly
delayed, while Fianna Fail is
increasingly unable to rely on
either its own members or the

clutch of “independent” mem-
bers. Only fear of mutual elec-
toral calamity is preventing far
deeper feuds erupting publicly.

Underlying the collapse in
government support is the eco-
nomic crisis. Fianna Fail and the
Greens have presided over the
greatest financial disaster in Irish
history, followed by unprec-
edented hand-outs from the state
to the Irish banks to prevent a
collapse of the financial system.

To pay for this, the govern-
ment has imposed successive
emergency austerity budgets to
cut pensions, public sector
wages, benefits, student grants,
and all areas of social spending.
It has overseen the transfer of
billions of euros from working
people back into the hands of
the criminal financial elite for
whom it speaks, and whose
leading representatives are its
close associates.

This has not resolved the cri-
sis. Ireland is saddled with gar-
gantuan debts that are increas-
ingly costly to finance. State
bankruptcy is considered by
several leading economists to be
ultimately inevitable.

Economic conditions facing
large numbers of working
people continue to deteriorate
rapidly. Last week’s statistics
showed unemployment at 13.4
percent, the highest for 16 years.

with other countries, such as the
UK, this is unlikely to remain
the case. A recent government
report refused to suggest an in-
crease in the one-year morato-
rium on legal action on mort-
gage arrears.

Small companies are being
destroyed at an accelerating
rate. According to Insolvency
Journal, the rate of failures in-
creased 27 percent in the first
months 0£2010 compared with
the previous year. So far in
2010, 792 companies have
gone, more than during the
whole of 2008.

Construction, services, hos-
pitality and retail industries, im-
pacted by collapsing property
prices and wage levels, have
been most affected. According
to the Construction Industry
Federation, the building
sector’s output is likely to fall
from 19 billion in 2009 to 7 bil-
lionin 2011. One third of bank-
ruptcies were in construction,
while 103 hospitality compa-
nies, including prominent ho-
tels have ceased trading.

Much more social pain is on
the way. In order to finance its
emergency bank rescue pack-
ages, the government is inves-
tigating a huge sell-off of semi-
state owned companies such as
Dublin Airport, and the gas and
electricity utilities Bord Gais

2009, and has accumulated
debts of over 3 billion. By
means of a union promoted
Employee Shared Ownership
Scheme, the Communication
Workers Union (CWU), which
represents 5,000 of the
company’s 6,500 workers, has
a major stake in Eircom.
Eircom and the CWU have en-
tered talks on a three-year re-
dundancy and cost saving
programme.

In such conditions, with sup-
port for the current government
disintegrating, the political es-
tablishment are casting around
for a new coalition to deepen
the offensive against the work-
ing class. In particular, they are
turning to the Labour Party and
Eamonn Gilmore. Labour has
traditionally been a coalition
partner of Fine Gael since 1948,
when it joined the so-called In-
ter Party government, although
it has also shared power with
Fianna Fail.

Gilmore is a former president
of the Students Union of Ire-
land, former parliamentary
member (TD) for the Workers
Party (formerly Official Sinn
Fein) and the Democratic Left,
which broke from the Workers
Party in 1992 to join the Labour
Party. He became leader of the
Labour Party in 2007 follow-
ing the resignation of Pat
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Some 452,888 workers are now
unemployed or sufficiently un-
der-employed as to be eligible
for welfare.

Irish households are consid-
ered to be among the most in-
debted in the world, due largely
to absurdly inflated house
prices. Average house prices
peaked in 2006 at seven times
the average wage. During the
housing bubble, outstanding
mortgage debt rose from 49 bil-
lion to 113 billion in March this
year.

Some 32,321 mortgages of a
total of 791,047 are currently in
arrears of over 90 days. Of these
21,817 are over 180 days in ar-
rears, and 3,077 are in formal
court proceedings.

Although repossession rates
are fairly low, in comparison

and ESB. Local authority and
state owned company pensions
are also being targeted. The
government has appointed
economist Colm McCarthy as
head of a team looking at the
sell-offs. McCarthy’s previous
report, in 2009, recommended
5 billion in social cuts. His rec-
ommendations are now being
implemented by the govern-
ment. A new wave of sell-offs
will necessarily generate fur-
ther large scale job losses.
Previously  privatised
telecoms company Eircom has
announced huge redundancies.
In addition to 1,200 job losses
over the last months, a further
round of between 1,500 and
2,000 jobs losses are expected
to be announced shortly. The
company lost 500 million in

Rabitte, now Labour’s justice
spokesman and also a former
Workers Party and Democratic
Left TD. As Labour leader,
Gilmore has specialised in bit-
ing denunciations of Fianna
Fail, particularly its bail out of
the financial elite, and is con-
sidered amore able political fig-
ure than Fine Gael’s Enda
Kenny.

Programmatically, however,
Labour has only the most mar-
ginal tactical differences with
Fianna Fail and Fine Gael. It is
justas committed as its prospec-
tive coalition partners to the de-
fence of capitalism in Ireland
which, in current conditions,
means pushing forward the at-
tack on living standards begun
by the present administration.
WSWS
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